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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

'p^ 

In re Application of ^ <^ 



Richard Reisman 
Appln.No.: 08/982,157 
Filed: December 1, 1997 



Atty. Docket No. RR3 
Group Art Unit: 2782 
Examiner: Thomas Lee 



For: COMPUTER-IMPLEMENTED TRANSPORT OF ELECTRONIC INFORMATION 
OBJECTS 

SUPPLEMENTAL AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. SL1I5 

Honorable Assistant Commissioner 
?=. of Patents 

5 Washington, D.C. 20231 

CO Sir: 

; -Is? 

04/03/feO(|(SDHALLi ofeol^i^§^tofc^ce Action dated July 21, 1999, the responsive Amendment filed 
01 FC:p02 Deceffifijej? 2fl , 1 999, and numerous personal and telephone interviews conducted between 2/1/2000 
and 2/29/2000, please amend the above-identified application as follows: 



IN THE CLAIMS: / / / / 

Please CANCEL claims 34, 35, 38, 43, 44, 46, 50-56, 58, 60, 63, 64, 68-72, 75, 80, 84-100, 
and 105-107^ without prejudice to or disclaimer of the subject matter thereof and AMEND claims 
36, 37, 39, 40^41, 42, 45, 47, 48, 49, 57, 59, 61, 62, 65, 66, 67, 73, 74, 76, 77, 78, 83, 101, 102, 103, 
and 104 as follows: 

jjk (Twice Amended) [The information transporter according to claim 34] An automated 
\ electronic information transporter located at a user station for controlling transport of information 
objects on a communications network providing access to multiple remote sources, the information 
transporter comprising: 

Ca^l a commimications module which effects the fetching or sending of information objects 
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across the network between at least one of the remote sources and persistent storage at the user 
station: and 

rb) a transport control module which controls transport of the information objects in 
accordance with: 

i) a source address for the at least one remote source: and 

ii) an object manifest specifying at least one information object to be transported: 
wherein a higher level software entity can be invoked to modify the object manifest, and 
wherein the higher level software entity comprises a viewer for at least one content type 

available on the communications network, the content type being selected from the group consisting 
of multimedia formats, video formats, sound formats and hypertext markup language ("HTML"). 

1 ^ 

^ Sy. (Twice Amended) [The information transporter according to claim 3 6] An automated 

j electronic information transporter located at a user station for controlling transport of information 
^ objects on a commimications network providing access to multiple remote sources, the information 
^! transporter comprising: 

h (a) a communications module which effects the fetching or sending of information objects 

^ across the network between at least one of the remote sources and persistent storage at the user 
^ station: and 

(h) a transport control module which controls transport of the information objects in 
accordance with: 

i) a source address for the at least one remote source: and 

ii) an object manifest specifying at least one information object to be transported: 
wherein a higher level software entity can be invoked to modify the object manifest, 
wherein the higher level software entitv comprises a viewer for at least one content tvpe 

available on the communications network, the content type being selected from the group consisting 
of multim edia formats, video formats, sound formats and hypertext markup language r"HTML"\ and 
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wherein the communications network is the Internet. 



(Twice Amended) [The information transporter according to claim 34] An automated 
electronic infor mation transporter located at a user station for controlling transport of information 
objects on a com munications network providing access to multiple remote sources^ the information 
transporter comprising: 

(a) a communications module which effects the fetching or sending of information objects 
across t he network between at least one of the remote sources and persistent storage at the user 
station: and 

(h) a transport control module which controls transport of the information objects in 
y accordance with: 

=3 i) a source address for the at least one remote source: and 

fy ii) an object manifest specifying at least one information object to be transported: 

]Z wherein: 

i) the communications network is a broadcast network comprising multiple user 
stations each provided v^th the information transporter; 

ii) at least one of the remote sources broadcasts a data stream across the network for 
receipt by the user stations; [and] 

iii) the object manifest at each user station defines data stream content elements for 
receipt by the user station : and 

iv) a higher level software entity can be invoked to modify the object manifest . 



(Twice Amended) [The information transporter according to claim 34,] An automated 
electronic information transporter located at a user station for controlling transport of information 
objects on a commun ications network providing access to multiple remote sources, the information 
transporter comprising: 
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(a) a communications module which effects the fetching or send ing of information objects 
across the network between at least one of the remote sources and persistent storage at the user 
station: and 

(h) a transport control module which controls transport of the info rmation objects in 
accordance with: 

i) a source address for the at least one remote source: and 

ii^ an object manifest specifv^ing at least one information objec t to be transported. 

wherein: 

i) the communications network comprises a group of user stations each provided with 
the information transporter and each being a client station of an information object distribution 
service provided by at least one of the remote sources; 

ii) the at least one remote source has, for each user station, an object manifest 
received across the network from the user station and specifying user station identification 
information; [and] 

iii) each user station repeatedly receives obj ects transported by the at least one remote 

source : and 

iw^ a higher level software entity can be invoked to mod ify the object manifest. 

(Twice Amended) [The information transporter according to claim 40, wherein] An 
automated electronic information transporter located at a user station for controlling transport of 
information objects on a communications network providing access to multiple remote sources, the 
information transporter comprising: 

Tal a communications module which effects the fetching or sending of in formation objects 
across the network between at least one of the remote sources and persistent st orage at the user 
station: and 

(h) a transport control module which controls transport of the information objects in 
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accordance with: 

i) a source address for the at least one remote source: and 

ii^ an object manifest specifying at least one information object to be transported. 

wherein: 

i) the communications network comprises a group of user stations each provided with 
the information transporter and each being a client station of an information object distribution 
service provided by at least one of the remote sources: 

ii) the at least one remote source has, for each user station, an object manifest 
received across the network from the user station and specifying user station identification 
information: 

iii) each user station repeatedly receives obj ects transported by the at least one remote 

source: 

iv^l a higher level software entity can be invoked to modify the object manifest: and 
v) the object manifest received at the remote source specifies user-desired content 

and the information objects transported by the remote source to the user station are selected 

according to the user-desired content specification. 

(Twice Amended) [The information transporter according to claim 41, wherein] An 
automated electronic information transporter located at a user station for controlling transport of 
information objects on a communications network providing access to multiple remote sources, the 
information transporter comprising: 

(a) a commimications module which effects the fetching or sending of information objects 
across the network between at least one of the remote sources and persistent storage at the user 
station: and 

(h) a transport control module which controls transport of the information objects in 
accordance with: 
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i) a source address for the at least one remote source: and 

ii) an object manifest specifying at least one information object to be transported. 

wherein: 

i) the communications network comprises a group of user stations each provided with 
the information transporter and each being a client station of an information object distribution 
service provided bv at least one of the remote sources: 

ii) the at least one remote source has, for each user station, an object manifest 
received across the network from the user station and specifying user station identification 
information: 

iii) each user station repeatedly receives objects transported bv the at least one remote 

source: 

iv^ a higher level software entity can be invoked to modify the object manifest: 

v) the object manifest received at the remote source specifies user-desired content 
and the information objects transported by the remote source to the user station are selected 
according to the user-desired content specification: and 

vi) the user-desired content specification comprises a generic or an alias name to 
request a latest installment, version or update. 



(Twice Amended) An automated electronic information transporter located at a user 
station for controlling transport of information objects on a communications network providing 
access to multiple remote sources, the information transporter comprising: 

(a) a commvinications module which effects the fetching or sending of information objects 
across the network between at least one of the remote sources and persistent storage at the user 
station; and 

(b) transport control module which controls transport of the information objects in 
accordance with: 
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i) a soiirce address for the at least one remote source [station]; and 

ii) an object manifest specifying at least one information object to be transported; 
wherein: 

i) the communications network comprises a group of user stations each provided with 
the information transporter and each being a client station of an information object distribution 
service provided by at least one of the remote sources: 

ii) the at least one of the remote sources has, for each user station, an object manifest 
received across the network from the user station and specifying user station identification 
information; 

iii) each object manifest contains user-specified information object selections; and 
pi iv) each user station transporter is scheduled to communicate repeatedly and 
S automatically with the at least one of the remote sources and fetch information objects meeting the 
fy user-specified information object selections. 



^ (Twice Amended) [The information transporter according to claim 34,] An automated 
H electronic information transporter located at a user station for controlling transport of information 
1=2 objects on a communications network providing access to multi ple remote sources, the information 
transporter comprising: 

)^ (a) a communications module which effects the fetching or s ending of information objects 

^ across the network between at least one of the remote sour ces and persistent storage at the user 

station; and 

(h) a transport control module which controls transport o f the information objects in 
accordance with: 

i^ a source address for the at least one remote source: and 

ii^ an object manifest specifying at least one information obj ect to be transported; 

wherein: 
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i) the communications network comprises a group of user stations each provided with 
the information transporter and each being a client station of an information object distribution 
service provided by at least one of the remote sources; 

ii) the at least one of the remote sources has, for each user station, an object manifest 
received across the network from the user station and comprising user-specified information object 
selections; and 

iii) each user station transporter can fetch or receive a response object from the one 
of the remote sources providing the user-specified information object selectionsiand 

iv^ a higher level software entity can be invoked to mo dify the object manifest. 



jS. (Twice Amended) [The information transporter according to claim 34,] An automated 
electronic information transporter located at a user station fo r controlling transport of information 
objects on a communications network providing access to multiple remote sources, the infor mation 
transporter comprising: 

ral a communications module which effects the fetching or sending of information objects 
across the network between at least one of the remote sources and persistent storage at the user 
station: and 

(h) a transport control module which controls transport of the information objects in 
accordance with: 

i) a source address for the at least one remote source: and 
ii^ an object manifest specifying at least one information object to be transported; 
wherein a higher level software entitv can be invoked to modi fy the object manifest, and 
wherein the information transporter is embedded in a containing information product, the 
transporter fimctionality being activatable via the information product. 





(Twice Amended) [The information transporter according to claim 48,] An automated 



Page -8- 



SERIAL NO.: 08/982,157 PATENT APPLICATION 
SUPPLEMENTAL AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.115 



electronic information transporter located at a user station for controllin g transport of information 
objects on a communications network providing access to multiple remote soxirces. the information 
transporter comprising: 

(si) a communications module which effects the fetching or se nding of information objects 
" across the network between at least one of the remote sources and p ersistent storage at the user 
station: and 

(h) a transport control module which controls transport of the information objects in 
accordance with: 

i) a source address for the at least one remote source: and 

ii^ an object manifest specifying at least one mformation ob ject to be transported; 

,S=3J, 

wherein a higher level software entity can be invoked to m odify the object manifest, 
wherein the information transporter is embedded in a con taining information product, the 
fy transporter functionalitv being activatable via the inform ation product, and 
f i wherein the containing information product is selected from the group consisting of self- 

''^ updated software products, self-updating database products, CD-ROM resident products, online 
hybrid products, Internet access products, offline Internet access products, mobile Internet access 
;i products, short-session Internet access products, or intelligent appliance products. 

-J ^ (Twice Amended) [The information transporter according to claim 34,] An automated 

electronic information transporter located at a user station for contro lling transport of information 
ohiects on a communications network providing access to multiple remote sources, the information 
transporter comprising: 

(a^ a communications module which effects the fetching or sen ding of information objects 
across the network between at least one of the remote sources and persistent storage at the user 
station: and 

fb^ a transport control module which controls transport o f the information objects in 
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accordance with: 1 
a source address for the at least one remote source: and 
ii) an object manifest specifying at least one information object to be transported: 
wherein a higher level software entity can be invoked to modifV the object manifest, and 
wherein the transport control module specifies obj ect processing actions required to [prepare 
or receive] integrate an object [for or from] into one of an application and an information product 
on the user station subsequent to transport. 

(Tvdce Amended) [The information transporter according to claim 34,] An automated 
electronic information transporter located at a user station for controlling transport of information 
S objects on a communications network providing access to multiple remote sources, the information 
transporter comprising: 

m (a") a communications module which effects the fetching or sending of information objects 

IZ across the network between at least one of the remote sources and persistent storage at the user 
H station: and 

^..^ (b) a transport control module which controls transport of the information objects in 

y accordance with: 

^ i) a source address for the at least one remote source: and 

-J lO an object manifest specifying at least one information object to be transported: 

wherein a higher level software entity can be invoked to modify the object manifest, and 
wherein the manifest list is mobile and transportable in the transport session, moving in a 
predetermined direction between the source station and the user station to request at least one 
information object to be sent in the other direction between the source station and the user station. 



1 



^ (Twice Amended) An automated electronic information transporter located at a user 
station for controlling transport of information objects on a commimications network providing 
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access to multiple remote sources, the information transporter comprising: 

(a) a communications module which effects the fetching or sending of information objects 
across the network between at least one of the remote sources and persistent storage at the user 
station; and 

(b) a transport control module which controls transport of the information objects in 
accordance with: 



the transport control module uses an object manifest comprising at least one of a send object 
list, and a fetch object list, and 

the user station includes a user interface provided by a vendor associated wdth the source, and 
the object manifest is created under control of the user interface from choices supplied by the 

vendor. 



j^. (Twice Amended) [The information transporter according to claim 58, wherein] An 
automated electronic information tr ansporter located at a user station for controlling transport of 
information objects on a communi cations network providing access to multiple remote sources, the 
information transporter comprising: 

(a) a communications mo dule which effects the fetching or sending of information objects 
across the network between at leas t one of the remote sources and persistent storage at the user 



(b) a transport control m odule which controls transport of the information objects in 
accordance with: 

i) a source addres s for the at least one remote source: and 

ii) an object ma nifest specifv^ing at least one information object to be transported: 



i) a source address for the at least one remote source [station]; and 

ii) an object manifest specifying at least one information object to be transported; 



wherein: 




station: and 
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wherein: 

a higher level software entity c an be invoked to modify the object manifest: 
the user station is capable of executin g multiple communications protocols: 
the transport control modul e is responsive to a protocol selection code: and 
the send object list comprises one or more object list elements selected from the group 

consisting of object action codes specifying source station actions required, object names, object 

sizes and response object size. 



55. (Twice Amended) [The information transporter according to claim 64, wherein] An 
automated electronic information tr a nsporter located at a user station for controlling transport of 
information objects on a communic a tions network providing access to multiple remote sources, the 
information transporter comprising: 

(a) a communications module which effects the fetching or sending of information obj ects 
across the network between at least o n e of the remote sources and persistent storage at the user 
station: and 

(h) a transport control module which co ntrols transport of the information objects in 
accordance with: 

i) a source addre ss for the at least one remote source: and 

ii) an object manifest snecifvinp at least one information obiect to be transported: 
wherein: 

a higher level software entity can be invoked to modify the obiect manifest; 

the transport control module is responsive t o a completed obiect manifest having codes to 
convey the status of the transport operat i on or to provide for transport of additional information 
objects, or both: and 

for a send operation in which an information object is transported from the user station to the 
source [station], the completed object manifest comprises one or more manifest elements selected 
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from the group consisting of send object additional information, object acceptance codes returned 
by the source, time of object acceptance codes, response object names and a completion status code 
to terminate the send operation and return control. 




(Twice Amended) [The information transporter according to claim 65, wherein] An 



automated electronic information transporter located at a user station for controlling transport of 
information objects on a communications network providing access to multiple remote sources, the 
information transporter comprising: 

(a) a communications module which effects the fetching or sending of information objects 
across the network between at least one of the remote sources and persistent storage at the user 
station: and 

(h) a transport control module which controls transport of the information objects in 
accordance with: 

i) a source address for the at least one remote source: and 

ii) an object manifest specifying at least one information object to be transported: 
wherein: 

a higher level software entity can be invoked to modifi^ the object manifest: 

the transport control module is responsive to a completed object manifest having codes to 

convey the status of the transport operation or to provide for transport of additional information 

objects, or both: 

for a send operation in which an information object is transported from the user station to the 
source, the completed object manifest comprises one or more manifest elements selected from the 
group consisting of send object additional information, object acceptance codes retumed by the 
source, time of object acceptance codes, response object names and a completion status code to 
terminate the send operation and retum control: and 

the completed object manifest further comprises polling indicator codes enabling polling of 
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the user station by the source [station] for readiness to perform additional transport operations. 



. (Twice Amended) [The irrformation transporter according to claim 65, wherein] An 
automated electronic inf ormation transporter located at a user station for controlling transport of 
information objects on a communications network providing access to muhiple remote sources, the 
information transporter comprising : 

fa) a communications mod ule which effects the fetching or sending of information objects 
across the network bet ween at least one of the remote sources and persistent storage at the user 
station: and 

rb) a transport control mo dule which controls transport of the information objects in 
^ accordance with: 

i) a source address for the at least one remote source: and 
fy ii) an object manifest specifying at least one information object to be transported: 

fZ wherein: 

H a higher le vel software entity can be invoked to modify^ the object manifest 

U the transport control module is responsive to a completed object manifest having codes to 

:^ convey the status of the transport oper ation or to provide for transport of additional information 
objects, or both: 

Dp, 

i, ! 1; 

%j for a send operation in which an information object is transported from the user station to the 

source, the completed ob ject manifest comprises one or more manifest elements selected from the 
group consisting of se nd object additional information, object acceptance codes retumed bv the 
so urce, time of object acceptance codes, response object names and a completion status code to 
terminate the send operation and return control: and 

the completed object manifest further comprises scheduled update indicator codes enabling 
scheduled fetching of updates by the user station from the source [station]. 
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(Twice Amended) [The information transporter according to claim 34,] An automated 
electronic information transporter located at a user station for controlling transport of information 
objects on a communications network providing access to multiple remote sources, the information 
transporter comprising: 

(a) a communications module which effects the fetching or sending of information objects 
across the network between at least one of the remote sources and persistent storage at the user 
station: and 

i\>) a transport control module which controls transport of the information objects in 
accordance with: 

\) a source address for the at least one remote source; and 
S ii) an object manifest specifying at least one information object to be transported: 

wherein a higher level software entity can be invoked to modify the object manifest, and 
^ wherein: 

M the transport control module comprises a transport software component embeddable in a 

vendor-provided information product; 

the vendor provides update objects from a selected source; and 
fl the transport software component is separately suppliable to multiple vendors of respective 

ri information products. 

(Twice Amended) [The information transporter according to claim 73, wherein] An 
automated electronic information transporter located at a user station for controlling transport of 
information objects on a communications network providing access to multiple remote sources, the 
information transporter comprising: 

(a) a commimications module which effects the fetching or sending of information objects 
across the network between at least one of the remote sources and persistent storage at the user 
station: and 
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(b) a transport control m odule which controls transport of the information objects in 
accordance with: 

i) a source address for the at least one remote source: and 

ii) an object m anifest specifying at least one information object to be transported: 
wherein: 

a higher leve l software entity can be invoked to modify^ the object manifest: 
the transport control module comprises a transport software component embeddable in a 
vendor-provided information product: 

the vendo r provides update objects from a selected source: 

the transport software c omponent is separately suppliable to multiple vendors of respective 
information products: and 

the transport software component fiirther comprises a vendor-related user interface permitting 
specification of transport objects in the object manifest. 

76, (Twice Amended) [The method according to claim 75,] A method of controlling 
^ M transport of informati on obj ects between persistent storage at a user station and a remote information 
^ object source on a c ommunications network information transporter comprising a 

M communications mod ule for sending and receiving information objects on the network and wherein 
3 the method comprises: 

(a) communicating ob ject transport specifications, including a source address for the remote 
^ information object sou rce, between the information transporter and a higher level software entitv 

employing an object manifest listing at least one information object to be transported: 

(b) activating the communications module to transport the at least one information object 
to or from the sourc e address, in accordance with the object manifest: and 

(c) scheduling the transport er to communicate repeatedly and automatically with the remote 
information object source and transport information objects. 
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wherein: 

the conmiiinications network is a broadcast network comprising muhiple user stations each 
provided with the information transporter; and 

the remote information object source broadcasts a data stream across the network for receipt 
by the user stations, the method further comprising: 

(d) receiving at each user station data stream content elements defined by specifications in 
the object manifest. 

t/, (Twice Amended) [The method according to claim 75,] A method of controlling 
transport of information objects between persistent storage at a user station and a remote^source on 
4 O a communications network ^^&^an information transporter comprising a communications module 
"5 for sending and receiving information objects on the network and wherein the method comprises: 
yp (a) communicating object transport specifications, including a source address for the remote ^ 

1-^ source, between the information transporter and a higher level software entity employing an object 
r ? manifest listing at least one information object to be transported: 

fb) activating the communications module to transport the at least one information object 



rli to or from the source address, in accordance with the object manifest: and ^ ^ . / . 
^ n (c) scheduling the transporter to communicate repeatedly and automatically with the remote^ 

•^4 source and transport information objects. 

wherein the communications network comprises a group of user stations each provided with 
the information transporter and each being a client station of an information object distribution 
service provided by the remote information object source, the method further comprising: 

(d) sending to the remote information object source from each user station an object manifest 
specifying user station identification information; and 

(e) repeatedly transporting information objects to each user station from the remote 
information object source. 
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(Twice Amended) [The method according to claim 77] A method of controlling 
transport of inform ation objects between persistent storage at a user station and a remote information 
^ object so urce on a communications network -^1^ an information transporter comprising a 
communications module for sending and receiving information objects on the network and wherein 
the method comprises: 

(a) communicating object transport specifications, including a source address for the remote 
information object source, between the information transporter and a higher level software entity 
employing an object manifest listing at least one information object to be transported: 

(b) activating the communications module to transport the at least one information object 
to or fi-om the source address, in accordance with the object manifest: and 

^5 (c) scheduling the transporter to communicate repeatedly and automatically with the remote 

fy information object source and transport information objects, 
\^ wherein the communications network comprises a group of user stations each provided with 

the information transporter and each being a client station of an information object distribution 
jjf^ service pro vided bv the remote information object source, the method further comprising: 

Ji (d) sending to the remote information object source from each user station an obj ect manifest 

H specifying user station identification information: and 

\] (e) repeatedly transporting information objects to each user station from the remote 

information object source , 

wherein the object manifest received at the remote information object source specifies user- 
desired content with a generic or an alias name and wherein the method further comprises: 

(f) the remote information object source sending to the user station the latest installment, 
version or update information objects selected according to the generic or alias name. 

(Twice Amended) [The method according to claim 75,] A method of controlling 
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transport of information objects betwe e n persistent storage at auser station and aremote informatinn 
( object source on a communications n e twork ^^an information transporter comprising a 
communications module for sending and r eceiving information objects on the network and wherein 
the method comprises: 

(a) communicating object transport speci fications, including a source address for the remote 
information object source, between the i nformation transporter and a higher level software entity 
employing an object manifest listing a t least one information object to be transported; 

(b) activating the communications mod ule to transport the at least one information obiect 
to or from the source address, in accordance with the object manifest: and 

(c) scheduling the transporter to communic ate repeatedly and automatically with the remote 
^^^y J information obiect sour ce and transport information obiects. 

y wherein the communications network comprises a group of user stations each provided with 

Q^i- S iiiformation transporter and each being a client station of an information object distribution 

^ 1=J service provided by the remote source, the method further comprising: 

y (d) sending to the remote source, from each user station, an object manifest comprising user 

i\ specified information object selections; and 

jy (e) using each user station transporter to fetch or receive a response object from the remote 

source providing the user-specified information object selection. 

(Amended) [The information transporter according to claim 95] An automated 
electronic information transporter locat e d at a user station for controlling transport of information 
objects on a communications network nrovidinp a ccess to multiple remote sources, the information 
^ transporter comprising: 

^ fa) a separable communications module which selectively fetches or transports information 

objects across the network between at lea s t one of the remote sources and the user station: and 

(b) a ti-ansport control module w hich controls the ti-ansnort of the information obiects in 
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accordance with: 

i) a source address for the at least one remote source: and 

ii) a user-modifiable object manifest specifying at least one information object to be 

transported. 

wherein: 

i) the communications network is a broadcast network comprising multiple user 
stations each provided with the information transporter; 

ii) tile at least one of the remote sources broadcasts a data stream across the network 
for receipt by the user stations; and 

iii) the object manifest at each user station defines data stream content elements for 
receipt by the user station. 

ip2. (Amended) [The information transporter according to claim 95] An automated 
electronic information transporter located at a user station for controlling transport of information 
objects on a communications network providing access to multiple remote sources, the information 
transporter comprising: 

(a) a separable communications module which selectively fetches or transports information 
objects across the network between at least one of the remote sources and the user station: and 

(h) a transport control module which controls the transport of the information objects in 
accordance with: 

i) a source address for the at least one remote source: and 

ii) a user-modifiable object manifest specifying at least one information object to be 

transported . 

wherein: 

i) the communications network comprises a group of user stations each provided with 
the information transporter and each being a client station of an information object distribution 
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service provided by fte at least one of the remote sources; 

ii) the at least one remote source has, for each user station, an object manifest 
received across the network from the user station and specifying user station identification 
information; and 

iii) each user station repeatedly receives objects transported by the at least one remote 

source. 

(Amended) [The information transporter according to claim 95] An automated 
electronic information transporter located at a user station for cnntroUine transport of information 
objects on a communications network providing acc ess to multinle remote sources, the information 

transporter comprising: 

(a) a separable communications module which selectiv ely fetches or transports information 
objects across the network between at least one of the remo te sources and the user station; and 

(h) a transport control module which controls the transport of the information objects in 

accordance with: 

j'> a source address for the at least one re mote source: and 

ii^ a user-modifiable object manifest specifvdnp at least one information object to be 

transported. 

wherein: 

i) the communications network comprises a group of user stations each provided with 
the information transporter and each being a client station of an information object distribution 
service provided by tiie at least one of the remote sources: 

ii) the at least one of the remote sources has, for each user station, an object manifest 
received across the network from the user station and comprising user-specified information object 
selections; and 

iii) each user station transporter can fetch or receive a response object from the one 

Page -21- 



SERIAL NO.: 08/982,157 PATENT APPLICATION 
SUPPLEMENTAL AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.¥.R. §1>115 



of the remote sources providing the user-specified information object selections. 

mi, (Amended) [The information transporter according to claim 95] An automated 
electronic information transporter located at a user station for contro lling transport of information 
objects on a communications network providing access to multiple rem ote sources, the information 
transporter comprising: 

(a) a separable communications module which selectivelv fetche s or transports information 
objects across the network between at least one of the remote sources and the user station: and 

(h) a transport control module which controls the transport of the information objects in 
accordance wdth: 

i^ a source address for the at least one remote source: and 
a/^ ^£ ii^ a user-modifiable object manifest specifying at least one information object to be 

fy transported , 
j fi wherein: 

the information transporter is embedded in a containing information product; and 
^ the information transporter functionality can be activated during operation of the information 

f5 product. 
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REMARKS 

Claims 36, 37, 39, 40, 41, 42, 45, 47, 48, 49, 57, 59, 61, 62, 65, 66, 67, 73, 74, 76, 77, 78, 
79, 81, 82, 83, 101, 102, 103, and 104 are pending in the application as a result of the instant 
Amendment. In the Amendment, claims 36, 37, 39, 40, 41, 42, 45, 47, 48, 49, 57, 59, 61, 62, 65, 66, 
67, 73, 74, 76, 77, 78, 83, 101, 102, 103, and 104 are amended as set forth in greater detail below. 

The Transmittal Letter and attached check accompanying the Amendment forward the 
requisite Excess Claim Fee Payment for the addition of new claims 84-107 and for increasing the 
number of independent claims from 2 to 1 3 . 

The applicant is grateful for the courtesies extended to his representative during the Personal 
Interviews conducted on February 1 , 2000, and February 25, 2000, as well as the telephone interview 
conducted during the period of February 2, 2000 and February 29, 2000. 

The Applicant is also grateful for the indication during the February 29th telephone personal 
interview with Examiner Lee that claims 36, 37, 39, 40, 41, 42, 45, 47, 48, 49, 57, 59, 61, 62, 65, 
66, 67, 73, 74, 76, 77, 78, 79, 81, 82, 83, 101, 102, 103, and 104 contain patentable subject matter. 
In the Amendment, claims 36, 37, 39, 40, 41, 42, 47, 48, 49, 57, 59, 62, 65, 66, 67, 73, 74, 76, 77, 
78, 83, 101, 102, 103, and 104 are rewritten in independent form. In addition, claims 45, 57, 61, 65, 
66, 67, 83, and 101-103 are amended for clarity. 

Applicant notes that various references were cited by S.P.E. Lee as being pertinent to the 
claims pending as a result of the Amendment filed on December 21, 1999. Applicant requests that 
all of these references be made of record in the above-identified application. 

In light of the amendments and remarks presented above, it is respectfully submitted that the 
application is in condition for allowance, and such action is hereby solicited. 
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If any points remain in issue which the Examiner feels may best be resolved through a 
personal or telephone interview, the Examiner is kindly requested to contact the xmdersigned at the 
telephone number listed below. 



WESTERLUND POWELL, P.C. 
122 N. Alfred Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314-3011 

Phone: (703)706-5862 
Fax: (703)706-5860 

% Date: March 7, 2000 



Respectfully Submitted, 



aymond H. J. PoweferJi^ 



Raymond H. J. Poweitr: 
Reg. No. 34,231 
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AMENDMENT TRANSMITTAL LETTER (Small Entity) 

Applicant(s): 



Docket No. 
RR3 



Serial No. 
08/982,157 



Filing Date 
01/01/1997 



Examiner 
Thomas Lee 



Group Art Unit 
2782 



Invention: COMPUTER-IMPLEMENTED TRANSPORT OF ELECTRONIC INFORMATION OBJECTS 



TO THE ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS: 



50 



Transmitted herewith is an annendnnent in the above-identified application. ^ 
m Small Entity status of this application has been established under 37 CFR 1 .27 by a verified statemgt 
previously submitted. 

□ A verified statement to establish Small Entity status under 37 FR 1 .27 is enclosed. 
The fee has been calculated and is transmitted as shown below. 



CLAIMS AS AMENDED 



TOTAL CLAIMS 



INDBB CLAIMS 



CLAIMS REMAINING 
AFTER AMENDMENT 



30 



30 



HIGHEST* 
PREV. PAID FOR 



73 



13 



NUMBER EXTRA 
CLAIMS PRESENT 



17 



RATE 



$9.00 



$39.00 



ADDITIONAL 
FEE 



$0.00 



$663.00 



Multf^e Dependent Claims (check if applicable) □ 



$0.00 



TOTAL ADDITIONAL FEE FOR THIS AMENDMENT 



$663.00 



in the amount of $663.00 



Hj No additional fee is required for amendment. 

Please charge Deposit Account No. 16-2372 
H A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

A check in the amount of to cover the filing fee is enclosed. 

dl" The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of the following fees associated with this 
communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 
A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed, 
la Any additional filing fees required under 37 C.F.R. 1.16. 
□ ^ny pe^eht^application procesMigJees under 37 CFR 1.17. 

Dated: 03/07/2000 




Signature 



Raymond H. J. Powell, Jr. 
Registration No. 34,231 



cc: 



I certify that this document and fee is being deposited 
on with the U.S. Postal Service as 

first class mail under 37 C.F.R. 1.8 and is addressed to the 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C 
20231. 



Signature of Person Mailing Correspondence 



Typed or Printed Name of Person Mailing Correspondence 
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